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Preserving Historical Building while Revitalising Old District

In late March this year, the Housing Society announced the launch of its first revitalisation-
cum-preservation project in Wanchai in conjunction with URA. At a cost of HK$100 million,
the project will involve stabilisation and rehabilitation work
on the historical buildings at 72-74A Stone Nullah Lane
(Blue House) and 2-8 Hing Wan Street as well as the
demolition of 8 King Sing Street for creating an open space
steeped in traditional culture.

The Blue House, built in the 1920's and classified as a Grade
I historical building by the Antiquities Advisory Board, was
the original site of “Wah To Hospital”. Unique in their own
ways, this balcony-type tenement block
and the European style edifices at 2-8 Hing
Wan Street are the only architectural works
of their kind left in Wanchai.

Through this revitalisation and cultural
conservation project, the Housing Society
intends to preserve some of the buildings
with historical interests and features. It is
’ initially proposed to develop the area into
2 iy - || ol 8] oo} = Vg7 B2 a themed tourist attraction based on its
indigenous features of tea and medicine.
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The Blue House will take on a new look after revitalisation
and preservation (below)



Staff briefing the owners and tenants on the acquisition and

Revitalisation and Preservation
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compensation arrangements

Extensive Consultation on Land Use

The Housing Society and URA invited representatives of the URA
Wanchai District Advisory Committee and the Wanchai District
Council to assist in taking the project forward. Consultation will
be conducted with the local residents, professionals, academics
and other interested parties, and recommendations will be made
on the uses based on the initial theme. Work on the project,
gazetted in late March, will start once the consent of the Town
Planning Board and approval of the Chief Executive-in-Council
are given.

After completing an occupancy survey earlier on among the
affected households, the Housing Society held a briefing session
on 3 April for property owners and tenants to explain the
acquisition procedures and compensation policies. The Housing
Society has also appointed the Salvation Army Urban Renewal
Social Service Team to provide counselling service and assistance
to the affected owners and tenants.
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Quality of Living Enhanced and Environment
Improved

Apart from the first urban revitalisation and preservation project
in Wanchai, the Housing
Society launched a
revitalisation project some
time ago in Sham Shui Po
named “Green Lane”.
The Work Commencement
Ceremony for Phase | was
held on 11 April. The
project will beautify the
public areas at the three
exits of the Sham Shui Po
MTR Station through
landscaping. Work is
expected to complete by
the end of this year.
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Urban Renewal Project on Smooth Track

With all property ownership of the Housing Society’s first urban
renewal project on Po On Road/ Wai Wai Road having reverted
to the government, demolition work has started and the blueprint
for future development is now under discussion. To mark the
occasion, the Housing Society organised a hoarding painting
contest entitled “Urban Renewal for a Better Future” for the
students of China Holiness College, a school located in the
project area. The hoardings showing the winning entries have
been erected on site.
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Students from China Holiness College painting the hoardings
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Executive Director Miss L C Wong (2nd from left) and Director

(Property Development) Mr Francis Law (far right) officiating

the Ceremony with Sham Shui Po District Officer Mr David

Yip, JP (far left) and Sham Shui Po District Council Chairman
Mr Tam Kwok Kiu, MH (2nd from right)
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Restriction on Rental Value Relaxed

Since its launch last year, the Building
Management and Maintenance
Scheme (BMMS) has brought
improvements in management

and maintenance for over
1,200 buildings. In line
with government’s recent
upward adjustment of
rateable values for
properties, the Housing
Society has further
relaxed the rental value
requirements for the
Building Maintenance
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Incentive Scheme and i
the Home Renovation
Loan Scheme with B
effect from 1 April. M

Reflecting an increase of
around 10%, the annual
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urban areas and the New Territories

have been raised from HK$66,000 to
HK$73,000 and from HK$50,000 to HK$55,000 respectively.

After the relaxation, the number of residential units eligible for the scheme increases to
530,000. As a result, more property owners can now enjoy the incentive and loans
available under BMMS to improve their living conditions and help alleviate the process
of urban decay.
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PMAC (Central and Western District) received a plaque of appreciation from the residents
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Further Promotions Launched

To raise public awareness of the importance of building safety and
maintenance, the eight-episode TV drama series “Make a Better Home”
was shown on TVB Jade and ATV Home every Sunday from 19 March
until 7 May. With stories taking the form of drama, mystery, spy, love,
romance and comedy, the programme put across tips for building a better
home and important messages concerning the proper maintenance of
buildings and the formation of owners’ incorporations.

In addition, a TV commercial starring BMMS
ambassadors Miss Myolie Wu and Mr
Charles Szeto was released together with
a direct mail campaign in April reading
over 300,000 households in the old
buildings of Hong Kong.
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Satisfactory Results Achieved

A total of six Property Management Advisory Centres
(PMAC) are now in operation in a number of old
districts in Hong Kong. With the support provided,
400 owners' incorporations have been formed. Over
310 applications for the Building Maintenance Incentive
Scheme and 290 applications for the Home Renovation
Loan Scheme have been received. All Housing Society
staff are greatly encouraged by the support and
appreciation expressed for BMMS by government
departments and the general public.
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Building undergoing maintenance with

l the assistance of Housing Society



