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'Crea't'ing a
- New Lease of Life

TEWEBRE




In our efforts to provide housing for society, we continue
to give special considerations to the elderly in our housing
provisions. Some senior citizens, after a lifetime of contribution
to the growth of Hong Kong, are in the later years of their life
subject to financial, social and health constraints. Our aim is
therefore to ease this burden with the provision of improved
accommodation, meeting the needs and affordability of the
elderly across the economic spectrum to provide them with a
better quality of life.

Ensuring Safe Homes for the Elderly

We have thus taken a pioneering role in this direction with
the launch of two purpose-designed projects under our Senior
Citizen Residence (SEN) Scheme for the elderly. Both estates
— Jolly Place in Tsueng Kwan O and Cheerful Court in Jordan
Valley — cater for retired middle-income couples and singles,
with units within these developments being available on a
lease-for-life basis.
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The two projects are unique in that they have been built
with the concept of “Universal Design” in mind, featuring
special fittings, fixtures and care facilities that enable the
elderly to enjoy on-going comfort, convenience and safety as
they “age in place”. Supporting facilities such as restaurant,
clinic, library and swimming pool as well as attractive sitting
out areas not only improve the quality of life for residents,
they also attract visitors to the developments. Reflecting the
excellence of its design, Jolly Place is not only fully leased, but
alsowon the Quality Building Award 2004. The award committee
consisted of architects, surveyors, housing management and
other building specialists, all representing their different areas
of professional expertise.

In addition to Jolly Place and Cheerful Court, we are also
exploring the provision of purpose-designed homes for the
elderly within our rental estates. With the rehabilitation work
currently taking place at Moon Lok Dai Ha, as well as planned
renovations in Ming Wah Dai Ha and Kwun Lung Lau Phase
Il, special features designed with the advice of occupational
therapists and specialists dealing with geriatric solutions, will
be incorporated into special flats for the elderly. We are also
exploring a mixed scheme concept consisting of private housing
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Elderly tenants enjoying leisure and an independent life style
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A wide range of facilities are available in the SEN estates for the elderly residents
AR RESERE

as well as elderly flats. In connection with this innovative
development concept, a customer survey is being conducted
to collect views on alternative development schemes, disposal
arrangements and financial viabilities.

Feasibility studies are also being conducted on different
redevelopment and rehabilitation options in collaboration with
local non-government organisations with a view to serving
the housing needs of the elderly. We also continue to study
new and constantly improving alternatives for the provision of
housing for the elderly.

Meeting the Needs of the Elderly

Two major achievements during the year were the launch of our
Elderly Resources Centre (ERC) at Prosperous Garden in Yau Ma
Tei, as well as the publication of our Universal Design Guidebook
in July 2005. The ERC is the first of its kind, not only in Hong
Kong but also in Southeast Asia. It aims to raise awareness
on home safety in ways that will enable the elderly and their
families to better look after and help themselves. Realising that
many elderly people have not modified their homes in parallel
with their changing physical requirements, and that they have
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The opening of ERC attracted many visitors The elderly are intrigued by the assessment facilities
(BB REZELRF L IFR  SEHE

no idea what needs to be done, the Centre provides advice
on what adjustments can be made in homes to better meet
changing needs, together with help on the different types of
services required.

The Centre comprises a library, research laboratory, seminar and
consultations rooms; an Exhibition Section with clear displays
showing how premises and fittings can be adapted to provide
a safer and more comfortable home environment; as well as
an Assessment Unit where interactive equipment assesses the
physical abilities such as vision, memory, fitness, balance, etc
of the elderly. Experienced occupational therapists and social
workers are on hand to offer guidance, advice and support
together with any necessary referrals on the assessment
findings.

The Centre also serves as a resource on the elderly. Services are
available for geriatric practitioners, care and safety professionals
as well as families involved in elderly care to gain new ideas
and find out all about the latest developments in geriatric care
under a single roof. As at end of March 2006, the Centre has
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received more than 1,250 enquiries, appointments and group
visits since its opening in July 2005. It has also played host
to some 6,000 senior citizens and 2,200 visitors from elderly
service organisations.

Hand-in-hand with the opening of the Centre, we produced
our “Universal Design” guidebook for residential developments,
providing a comprehensive guide on the subject. In addition to
sharing our own experiences in the development of housing
for the elderly, the book also consolidates information and
expertise from architects, building and design specialists, health
care experts and occupational therapists. The guidebook aims
to make buildings more accessible, safer and user-friendly for
residents of all ages and the handicapped.

During the year, medium and long term strategies for elderly
housing were reviewed in consultation with the University of
Hong Kong and marketing research consultants. Studies were
also carried out by a consultant on insurance schemes and
saving plans that will meet our “housing with care” model. The
findings will be taken into consideration in the evaluation of
future elderly housing possibilities.
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Age Distribution of SEN Tenants « [REZES | TENFRD M

(as at 31 March 2006)
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